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SPICES BOARD (QUALITY MARKING) REGULATIONS 1992

World trade in spices is estimated at 4 10 4.5 lakhs MTs in terms of volume and 1300 to 1500 million US $ in
terms of vatue. Out of the above india's contribution is 25 per cent in terms of volume. On an average it is
estimated that importing countries use around 40 per cent of spices imported in the retaif trade. Most of the
established packers import spices from vartious producing countries and market in retail packs under their own
Brand names. India’s position in the retail trade is not significant at present. Branded consumer packed spices
have been identified as “tomorrows product”. Most of Indias expont at present is in bulk from. Board's objective
is to increase our share in retail packs to a significant level within next five years.

Board has identified a scheme for promotion ot indian branded consumer packs i the intemational market
by projecting iIndianness and intrinsic qualities of Indian Spices. The idea is to award a quality certification mark
- ‘foga’ for those packs that comply with higher quality standards. The logo marks would be registered in the
International markets as a certification mark for quality spices from india. Board woudd also undertake publicity
measures in markets abroad to promote this logo as a mark of assurance for quaiity and Indianness. Individual
exporters would be assisted by the Board for undertaking publicity in markets abroad for promotion of their
brands wilh logo.

Board had framed the procedure for adjudging the capabilities of individual packers and; evaiuating the
sanitary and hygienic conditions of the units with a view 1o screen the units for approval. This has been ap-
proved by the Government and the Spices Board (Quality Marking) Regulations 1992 have been published in
the Gazette of India. Those exporters/packers of spices who want 1o opt for this scheme may foliow the guide-
linesfstipulations as laid down in the Regulations for compliance and equiping themselves for making eligible for
award of logo. The guidelines to be followed for eligibility are given in the pages to come.
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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

‘THE

[Spices Board (Quality Marking)}
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 30th January, 1982

SPICES BOARD (QUALITY MARKING)
REGULATIONS, 1992

G.S.R. 73 (E) - In exercise of the powers con-

ferred

by section 39 of Spices Board Act, 1986 (10

of 1986), the Spices Board, with the previous ap-

proval

of the Central Government, hereby makes the

following regulations, namely ;-
Shost title and commencement :-

(@
(b)

(©

These regulations may be called the Spices
Board (Quality Marking) Regutations, 1992,
They shall come into force on the date of
their publication in the Official Gazette.

The scheme is voluntary and shali be appfi-
cabie only to those who opt for the scheme.

2. Definitions :- in these regulations, unless the con-
text otherwise requires, :-

(a)

{b)

(c)

(d)
(e}

m
(9

()

)

N
J\‘)

Pt
\t\- ’\' 7z

-’ "6 .

(' s ¢ (_\\'\

“Act" means the Spices Board Act, 1986 (10
ot 1986); :

"Board" means Spices Board constituted un-
der sub-section (i) of section 3 of the Spcies
Board Act, 1986 (10 of 1986);

*Chairman® means the Chairman of the
Spices Board;

" Authorised Officer”™ means any officer of
the Board authorised in terms of section 34
of the Act;

"Exporter” means a person holding certifi-
cate for export of spices under section 11 of
the Act;

“ Logo® means the registered quality mark
of the Board;

“ Packer® means an exporter authorised by
the Board 1o affix logo on packs of spices
for export;

"Unit" means an approved premises where
the packer has been permitted by the Board
to affix logo;

"Panel” means panel of experts consisting
of officers from the Spices Board, Export In-
spection Agency and Directorate of Market-
ing and Inspection authorised for assess-
ment of the units;

t" Packs" means consumer packs of 25 kg or
less®* containing spices and spice mixes
specifically mentioned in the certificate of
aproval and conforming to the standard

L
®

specification as laid down in the Appendix (S :

annexed to these regulations?

"Sample" means packages o';lpices drawn
for inspection as laid down in regulation 7.
“ Speclfication”™ means grade specification
as laid down in the Appendix annexed to
these reguiations.

3. Conditions to Affix Logo -

m

)

2

{4

&)

(6)

0]

(8)

®

A packer intending to use and affix logo shall
apply to the Board in the prescribed proforma
in Proforma-l in duplicate.

The logo shall be used by the packer only
for the units approved by the Board.

Forthe purpose of approval, the packer shall
satisty the requirements laid down in these
regulations.

The certificate of approval shall be valid for
a period of three years from the date of is-
sue, subject to periodical review by the
Board.

On receipt of application as per sub-regula-
tion (1), the Board shall arrange fo assess,
the unit, and if approved, issue a Certificate
of Approval.

In the case of a unit not satisfying the re-
quirements, non-approvat shall be commu-
nicated to the packer by registered post.

The approvai of the unit may be suspended
by the authorised officer for the following rea-
sons, after giving notice of a period of seven
days;

() ) the sanitary and hygenic conditions of
the unit are not satistactory;

(b) It the approved technologist has left the
services of the unit or he is on long leave
and the post is kept vacant for more than
two months;

{c) if the essential testing facilities are not
maintained satisfactority;

(d) # two consecutive samples of the same
spice or spice powder drawn by the
authorised officer do not canfarm to the re-
quired specifications. .

The approval of the unit shall be withdrawn
for the following reasons after giving notice
of period of fifteen days;

(a) If the reasons for suspension as at sub-
regulation {7) persist for more than six
months; )

(b) it the packer has violated or defiberately
attempted to violate the provisions of any of
the rules and regulations made under the
Act.

The non-;pprwal, suspension of approval

\°‘\:\$
fC *

3

* Amended as per Gazette Notification No. G.5.R. 113 dt 15.2.1996.



and withdrawal of approval shall be intimated
in writing to the packer by registered post.

(10) in the case of non-approval and withdrawal
of approval, the unit shall be re-assessed
on an application made by the packer *

(11) In the case of suspension, the unit shali re-
sume affixiation of logo only after rectifying
defects and obtaining a written permission
of the authorised officer.

{12} On receipt of application for the packer for
renewal, the Chairman may renew the Cer-
tificate of Approval for a period of three years
at 2 time on the basis ofthe past three years’
perdformance of the Unit.

. Application of Logo : Logo shall be applied only

to packs containing spices specifically mentioned
in the Certificate of Approval and conforming to
the standard specification as laid down in Appen-
dix annexed 1o these regutations.

. Procedure and requirements for quality marking:-

(1) A packer should document all the test pro-
cedures and analytical reports with a view
to ensure that the product packed in the unit
for export shall conform to the required stan-
dards as prescribed in the Appendix to these
regulations under the Grade Designations
and Definitions for various spices.

{2) Forthe purposa of quality control and inspec-
tion testing, the packer shalt employ a quali-
fied technologist with a minimum qualifica-
tion of a graduate degree with Chemistry as
a subject or a degree in Agriculture.

(3) A packer shall hava own testing facilities with
minimum equipments and chemicals to
carry out the testing for relevant quality pa-

rameters precribed in the Appendix to these

regulations for various spices.

(4) A packer affixing logo should have control
at different stages namely, acceplance of raw
materials, processing, packing, testing and
stdrage. For this purpose premises handting
such,activities shall either be in direct pos-
session of, duly leased or such activities
carried out under specific contracts. Any
change of such premises shall be duly inti-
mated to the Board for amending the certifi-
cate of approval.

(5) Where the packer does not have his own

iaboratory, testing facilities, he may use the
service of an outside laboratory provided
such laboratory is an approved one under
the quality inspection scheme of Export in-
spection Agency/Directorate of Marketing
and inspection. The use of such laborato-
ries will be restricted to a maximum peviod

{6)

&

of three years by which time the packer
should arrange to establish his own labora-
tory. The Chairman may extend this period
for two more years In execeptional cases.

Sanitation and Hygiene :-

(i) Altthe premises, machinery equipment
and utensils in the factory should be kept
clean o avoid accumulation of dust, cob-
webs, entry of rodents, birds and insects by
providing wire mesh o net to the doors, win-
dows and ventifators. The surrounding of the
premises should be kept clean to avoid har-
borage of rodents and prevent entry of ani-
mals.

(i) The personnel engaged in handiing, pro-
cessing and packing shall be free from com-
municable diseases. They should be pro-
vided with headgears and cover for mouth
while working in the unit.

(iil) The unit should have atleast two toilets
separate for gents and ladies provided with
water taps,wash basin, sufficient quantity of
water and detergent for cleaning hands and
legs.

Control of Animals, Rodents, Birds and Pests

(i) The packer shall ensure that animals, ro-
dents and birds do not enter in the handiing,
processing,manufacturing packing and stor-
age premises.

(il) The packer should set up and maintain
effective control mechanism to prevent en-
try of insects and shouk! have a laid down
programme for periodic disinfestation and
prophylatic spraying wherever necessary.

Storage and Housekeeping:

(i) The rejected goods should be kept sepa-
rately in the store room with identification
mark "Rejected” so that the same do not mix
up with eccepted goods.

(ii) The rejected and waste materials shall
be periodically removed from the unit.

(iii) Alt packing materials and empty packs
shalt conform to the specitications perscribed
for Brand Registration by the Board.

(iv) There shalt be separate arrangements
to store packing materials without affecting
its quality by getting it contaminated with
dust, insect infestation, harborage by rodents
and exposure 1o extreme conditions of light
and temperature.

(v) The products finally packed and passed

for export shafl be stored separatety with the
identification mark "For Export".

* Amended as per Gazette Notification No. S.0. 210 dated 19.1.93
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Maintenance of Records :

(i) The unit shall lay down documentation
system and maintain records for the pur-
pose. This includes documentation of qual-
ity parameters of various spices at different
stages.

@ The quantity of ﬁ@,s%m;wacks printed
with logo shall be accourited for their use in

export consignments and records should be
made available to the authorised officer dur-
ing his review/inspection.

(10) Calibration : Al egquipments, instruments,

guages and scales used in the unit for
weighment and measurement shall be peri-
odically got calibrated and records main-
tained in proof of the cafibration.

6. Procedure for Inspection :

@

(i)

(iif)

0Y]

7

On receipt of an application as given in the
Proforma-} annexed with these regulations
for authorising the use of logo the Board shall

arrange to assess the tacilities in the uniton
fhe basis of the report submiitted by a team

of two officers of the Spices Board. The Unit
should possess facifities such as cleaning,
grading destoning and packaging to mest
the quality requirements prescnbed in the
Appendix to these regulations for vanous
Spices.

Deficiencies, if any shall be communicated
by the Board within seven days after the in-
spection to the unit for rectification.
Rectification cammed out shall be verified by

the officials of the Board pnor to the assess-

ment by the panel of experts within fifteen
days on receipt of the intimatian.

The unit having facifities as per these regu-
lations on the basis of the report of the
Board's officers shail be submitted to the
pane! of experts.

The following shait be the comoposition of the
Panel *** of experts for adjudging adequacy of
the facdities as reported by the team of the
two officers of the Board, namely :

1. Executive Director, : Chairman
Spices Board
2. Director (Marketing), : Member

Spices Board or any other officer
from the Marketing Division of the
Spices Board, as nominated by
the Chairman
3. Ascientist nomigted by Chairman : Member
4. A representativé of the concerned : Member
Export inspection Agency.

5. A representative of Directorate

w

: Member

of Marketing and Inspection.
The quorum for the panel shalt be three,

i)

(vii)

The panel, after due consideration of the as-
sessment report may visit the unit, and shafl
make its recommendations as per Proforma
-0

The recommendations of the panel, shalt be
submitted to the Chairman for approval.
Chairman’s decision on the recommenda-
tions shall be communicated 1o the unit in
writing.

{viii) Non-Approval: in the case of non-approval,

()

(x)

the unit may be reassessed as per these
regulations.

Withdrawal of the Approval : (a) The approval
of the unit may be suspended by the
authorised officer for the reasons given in
sub-regulations (7) of regulation 3. {b) The
approval of the unit shall be withdrawn for
the reasons given in sub-regulation (8) of
regulation 3, after giving a notice of minimum
period of tifteen days. (c) in the case of sus-
pension, the unit shall resume affixation of
fogo only In accordance with sub-regulation
(11) of regulation 3. in the case of withdrawal,
the umit shalf resume affixation of logo only
in accordance with sub-regutation (11) of
reguiation 3.

Revtew of approved units : (a) The opera-
tion of an approved unit may be reviewed
once every year by the pane! of experts.
While doing so the performance of the umit
during the preceding one year shall be taken
into consideration and recommendations
made to cantinue or withdraw the approval.
{b) In all cases of suspension/withdrawal of
approval of the logo, the Brand Registration
approved by the Board shall autormnaticaily
be suspended/cancelied.

(xi)\Preparaﬁ% of Consignments for Export un- . <

(f)

der Spiees Board Logo :E?) A packer shall

prepare the consignment Tor export in con~ . L1¢ *

sumer packs as per this regulation and the
consignment so prepared shalt conform to
the grades and definition of qualty pre-
scribed in respect of these grades as set out
in the specifications prescnbed for each
spice as given in Appendix to these regula-
tions.Yb) Grade designations and definition
of duality for other spices will be notfied
separately by the Spices Board. (c) Spices
shall be packed in packets/contaihérs of
Twenty five kilogram™ or less, approved and
registered with the Spices Board.
Intimation Regarding Export : A packer in-
tending to pack spices for export under the
logo shall give an intimation in advance to
the Board in the Proforma-lll annexed to
these regulations.

** Amended as per Gazette Notification No. G S.R. 113 di 15th Feb '96.
*** Amendad as per Gazette Notification No. G.S.R. 1 (E) dt. 3158t December 97
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(xiii) Place of Inspection : (a) On receipt of an

intimation, the Board may decide whether
or not to sample the consignment for inspec-
tion (b) The Board may decide to inspect a
consignment either on receipt of the intima-
tion or otherwise and such inspection shall
be carried out in the approved premises of
the packer. (c) It shall be the responsibility
of the packer to make arrangements for sam-
pling and sealing and also to provide facifi-
ties for inspection. (d) In addition to the in-
spection of the premises, the Board shall
have the nght to exercise such supervision
of the consignment at any place of storage
in transit or wharf prior to actual shipment.

{xiv) Basis of Inspection : Inspection of the spices

meant for export shall be normally carried
out with a view to see, that the same con-
forms to the grade designations specified in
Appendix annexed with these regulations.

7. Procedure for Sampling and Testing:

1

When the Board decides to examine the con-
signments, representative samples shall be
drawn from each lot. A lot in this context shall
mean the total number of packages of the
same vanety and grade.

(2) [ For the purpose of drawing representative**

)]

samples, the Board's officer shall select the
packages as one per cent of the samples
subject to a maximum of 5 packets per lot.
Composite samples will be drawn for the
above packets for analysis as guided in the
Appendix to these regulations. For the pur-
pose of inspection one iot shafl be a maxi-
mum of Ten Metric Tonnes for whole spices
and Five Metric Tonnes in the case of ground
spices.]

The selection of packages for insps_a')n)(
shall be done at random and should cover
as far as possible packages from various po-
sitions.

4

®)

If the ot after the analysis of the samples Is
found not conforming to the specifications
of variety and grade declared in Proforma-
i annexed to these regulations, and the
same shall be intimated to the exporter.

If two consecutive samples of the same spice
or spice powder drawn by the authgsed of-
ficer do not conform to the specifications for
that spice or powder as per these regula-
tions, the approval of the unit shall be sus-
pended.

8. Testing of Samples in the Laboratory.

M

@

(©)

The spice samples shall be anatysed for alt
relevant characters specified for individual
items as per these regulations.

A report on the testing of each sample shall
be made on completion of testing and ob-
servations recorded.

A copy of the test report alongwith recom-
mendations/suggestions of the authorised
officer shall be intimated to the packer.

Appeal : A Packer aggrieved by non-approval,
suspension of approval or withdrawal of approval!
of a unit may appeal within thirty days of receipt
of the communication to the Ministry of Com-
merce, Government of india.*

. Punishment : Any exporter or packer using the

logo without the necessary approval specified
in these regulations shall be hable for punish-
ment under section 30 of Spices Board Act, 1986
(10 of 1886).

[ No. ME SBL 01/90/774]

T. Nandakumar, 1AS,
Chairman,
Spices Board.

-* Amended as per Gazette Notification No. S.0, 210 dt. 19.1.93
** Amended as per Gazetle Notification No. G.S.R. 113 dt 15th Feb '96.



PROFORMA 1
From

To

The Director (Marketing}
Spices Board,
Cochin.

Sir,

Please carry out an inspection of our processing unit for the award of Spices Board Logo under the
Spices Board {Quality Marking) Regulations, 1992. We furnish below the information regarding the facilities
available in our unit for the processing of spices and spice produ:ts :

1. Name and Address of processing unit

2. Name and address of the owner :

3. Iltems of spices dealt with or exported
{A separate statement showing details
may be attached in support of the above.)

4. Whether mamnuacturer, exporter or
merchant exporter
{Annual production capacity)

5. Certificate of registration No. with
Spices Board.

6. Brand Name(s) Trade Mark (s}
registered with Spices Board,
with Regn. No.

7. s the godown your own or hired

8. Fumish the details of facilities available
at factory (space, machinery, lighting,
storage and sanitation).

9. {sthe premises approved by Directorate
of Marketing and Inspection or
Export Inspection Agency.

10. Number of technologists with their
names qualifications and experience

11. Do you possess a quality control
laboratory in your own premises?

12. K not available mention the name of
the {aboratory where the quality testing
of the products will be performed.

We hereby declare that we comply with the provisions of the Spices Board {Quality Marking) Regulations,
1992 and that the details furnished above are true to the best of our knowledge and belief and nothing has been
concealed therein. We also agree 10 altow the authorised officer to enter and inspect the processing units and
laboratory approved for award of logo and sample the consignments for export at all reasonabile times (8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.) on all working days without any notice.

Yours faithfully
Place :
Date :
Signature :
Name :
Designation :
(with seal)



PROFORMA I

SPICES BOARD
Ministry of Commerce
{Government of india)
Cochin
Place :
Date :

REPORT OF THE PANEL OF EXPERTS

1. In exercise of the powers conferred under the Spices Board (Quality Marking) Reguiations, 1992 the panel
of experts consisting of the following members visited the processing unit of M/s...........oocieinnicennicnnene
{Name of the processor) located at {Name of the unit) in
order to adjudge the adequacy of the facilities provided in the unit for processing spices for export.

L

2, The panet met the foliowing persons of the unit :
1.
2.
3.

3. The panel after perusal of the survey report and due assessment of the facilities in the unit
decided to recommend/not to recommend due to deficiencies mentioned below, approval of
M/s. {Name of the unit) for processing spices for export under
the spices Board (Quality Marking) Regulations, 1992

4. Deficiencies.

W=

5.

The panel after due assessment, decided to permit Shd. to supervise pre-
processing and processing operations and to conduct organoleptic inspection and testing spices.

5. The panel made the tollowing recommendations for compliance of the processor :-

Eal ol

5.
6. Remarks, if any.

Names and signature of pane! members.



PROFORMA il
INTIAMTION REGARDING EXPORT

From

To

*** Director (Makreting)
Spices Board,
“Cochin.
Sir,
The particulars of consignments packed under the Spices Board (Quality Marking) Regulations, 1992 for
export age given below :-
1. Name and address of the exporter
2, Name and address of the processor
3. Description of the consignment
(@) Name of the Commodity
(b) Brand Name
(c) Quantity
(d) Number of packages
(e) Gradeivariety etc.
(i Date of packing
{g) Value
{h) Shipping marks
(i) Port of destination

4. Exact address where the goods are
stored for export

§. Technical requirements including
specification as stipulated in the
export contract.

8. Details of shipment

(a) Probable date of loading
(b) Name of the ship

(c) Date ot shipment

(d) Port of shipment

Details of the seal, if any

Any other revelent information

9. Reference and date of intimation
sent to Export inspection Agency/
Directorate of Marketing and
Inspection of the consignments,
if applicable.
It is hereby certified that the consignment mentioned above has been processed to satisfy the conditions
relating to the Spices Board {Quality Marking) Regulations, 1992.

It is certified that the consignment mentioned above has not been previouslfy inspected.

Signature :
Designation :
Seal of Exporter :

@ N

=** Amended as per Gazette Notffication No. G.S.R. 1 (E) dt. 31« December '97
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APPENDIX

@ GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF
TELLICHERRY AND MALABAR GARBLED BLACK PEPPER
] 2 {3)
Grade Designation Size Extraneous  Light berries Moisture  General Characterisitics
{Diameter of matter not  not exceeding  content not
haoles in mm. exceeding (per cent by exceeding
of the sieve on  (percent by weight) (per cent by
which retamed weight) weight)
TGSEB
(Teflicherty Garbled 4.75 0.5 3.0 11.0 Shall be the dried mature
Special Extra Bold) bertries of Piper nigram
grown in India, garbled,
dark hrown to dark black
TGEB in colour nearty globular,
(Tefticherry Garbled 4.24 33 3.0 1.0 with a wrinkled surface,
Extra Bold) the deepest wrinkles {orm-
ing a network on dried
MG Grade - 1 beny. It shall be free from
{Matabar Grabled - 0.5 2.0 1.0 mould o insects or any
Grade - 1) other adulterant.
1. Atolerance of 5% will be afiowed
2. These comprise Pinheads, dust, chaff, pickings and other foreign matter.
3. Light berry contents to be tested by floatation method in alcohot or methylated spirit of 0.80 to 0.82

spectfic gravity at room temperature (around 25° C).
Note :- Consignments to USA should also comply with the US FDA standards.

®

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF BLACK PEPP”ER GROUND

Detination of quality
Special characteristics

Grade Designation Moisture per  Total ashper Acidinsoluble Crude fibre General Characleristics
cent by weight cent by weight aspercent  percentby
{maximum) {maximum) by weight weight
{maximum) {maximum}

Standard 1.0 7.0 1.2 18.0 Black pepper ground
shall be the material
obtained by grinding
black pepper whole. it
shall be free from ad-
mixture, from mould
growth, insect infesta-
tion of musty odour.

Note: 1. Particle size as specified by the buyer.

2. Consignment to USA should also comply with the US FDA standards.

10



@ GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CARDAMOM

Special characteristics
Grade Trade Colour* Empty and Ilmmature  Blacks Size Weight General
Designation name malformed and shn- and splits  (diameter in GA.  charactenstics
capsules, velled capsu-percent  of hole (mine-
per cent les per cent by count  in mm) mum}
by count by weight  (maximumj) of the sieve
(maximum) (maximum} on which
retained *
AGEB Cardamom Deep 2.0 20 0.0 7.0 435 1. The carda-
Exira Bold green moms shalt be
Green dried capsules
or of Ellettaria
fight cardamomum
green grown in South
India capsules
being three cor-
nered and hav-
ing a ribbed ap-
pearance for
AGB Cardamom -do- 20 2.0 0.0 6.0 415 AGEB and
Bold . AGB. In the
' case of CGEB
and
CGEB Extra Bold 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 450 CGB the cap
CGB Bold 20 3.0 0.0 75 435  sule should be
BL 1** Bleached 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.50 340™* global shape
skin ribbed or
- smooth.
or Half bleached 2. The capsule
shalf be bleach-

ed free from in-
sect infestation
and  visible

mould,
3. Thrip marks
alone on the
capsules shall
not lead the
conclusion that
. the capsules
: have been in-
fested with in-

sects.

Definition of terms ; ’

1. Empty and malformed capsules : Capsules which have no seeds or ame scantily filed with seds. For this purpose,
110 capsules selected at random from the sample, shall be openaed out and the number of empty and matiormed
capsules counted.

2. immature and shrivelled capsules : Capsules which are not fully developed.

3. Blacks and spiits : The former will inciude capsulas having visible blackish ta baick colour and the later will include

those which are open at corners for more than half the length.

Colour : Cardamom shall be packed separately according to the colour as {a) Deep Gresn (b) Green (c) Light

Green, and also Pale Brownish. In the case of fully bleached or hatf-bleached the colour of the capsutes may be

indicated at the request of the packer as (1) Pale cremy, or (2) Dull white. The relevant colour of the cardamoms shall

be indicated on the fables provided at least 95 per cent of the capsules coirespond to any of the colour groups.

Where the cardamoms are not of any one uniform colour mentioned above, there will be no indication of the colour

on the lables. ~.

A tolerance of 5 per cent of the next lower size is permissible.

The word "Special” would be affixed to grade BL 1, if altsast 95 per cent of the capsules do not

have thrip marks over 50 per cent of their body surface.

“**  The fiter weight in G/L maximum
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CARDAMOM SEED

Special Characteristics

Grade Trade name  “Extraneous “* Light seeds, Weightin GA. General
Designation matter, percent  per cent by (Minimum) Characteristics
by weight weight
(Maximum) (Maximum)
cs1 Prime - 1.0 30 675 1. Shall be decorticated
and dry seeds of any var-
ety of Electtaria carda-
momum

2_The seeds shall be free
from visible mould and in-
sact infestation.

Definition of terms :

* Extraneous matter : Includes Calyx pieces, stalk bits and other foregin matter.
- Light seeds : includes seeds brown or red in colour, immature and shrivetied seeds.

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CARDAMOM GROUND

Special characteristics
Grade Designation Moisture Totat ash Ash insoluble General characteristics
per cent per cent by in ditute
by weight weight hydrochloric
(maximum) (maximum) acid, per cent by
weight (maximum)
Standard 14.0 8.0 3.0 1. Cardamom ground shall be

the material obtained from the
seeds separated from the
capsules of Elettaria
cardmormum L.

2. It shall be free from admix-
ture, from mould growth, from
insect infestation or musty
odour.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.

12 .
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF GINGER

Special characteristics
Grade designation *Size of rthizomes  Extraneous tnatter General charactenstics
Percentage
. (by weight
maximum)
1. Garbled, Non-bleached Nat less than 20 The ginger whoate,
Callicut (MGK) 15mm. in fength (1) shali be the dried rhizomes of
Zingiber officinale Rose, in pieces,
irregular in shape and size, pale
brown in colour, with fibre content
characteristic of the variety, with peel
. 2. Garbled, Non-bleached,  Not less than 2.0 not entirely removed and light

Cochin (NGC) 15mm. in length

pieces removed by garbiing;

(2) shall have characteristic taste
and flavour, be wholesome, and shali
not have rancid or bitter taste or
musty odour;

(3) shall be reasonably dry and
reasonably free from moulds and
insect infestation.

Note :* Tolerance for size: Maximum tolerance of 3 per cent shall be allowed.
Extraneous matter means all foreigen matier including the exhausted or spent ginger.

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF GINGER GROUND

" Special characteristics
Grade Moisture Total ash Ash Water Cold water Calcium  Alcohol  General
designation  percentage p insolubl luble ash lubk asCa0  soluble characteristics
by weight byweight  (indilute percentage  extract % by exiract
(maximum) (maximum) HCL)per- bywelght p ge weight p Lo}
centage by (minimum) by weight (maximum) by weight
weight {minimum) {minimum)
(maximum)
—

Standard 13.0 8.0 1.0 1.7 10.0 2.0 4.5 1.The ginger
ground shall
be the prod-
uct obtained
by grinding

- the ginger
- {whole)
~ 2. it shall be
- free from ad-
_ - mixture
moulid
growth, in-
sect infesta-
tion or musty
odour.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.

13
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF TURMERIC FINGER

Special characteristics

Grade Flexibiity *Pieces Foreign Chura Percentage Admidure  General
Designation percentage matter  and defec-  of hubs varieties characteristics
by weight percentage tivebulbs  byweight  of turmeric
(maximum) by weight percentage (maximum) (percentage)
{(mximum) by weight
{maximum)

1. Special ** Shouldbe * 2 1.0 0.5 2.0 - 1. The turmenc fn-
hard to touch gers shall be sec-
and break with ondary rhizomes
metallic twang of the plant Cur-

cuma ionga L
2. Rajapore 3 10 3.0 2.0 20 2. They shall
Special (a) be well set and
3. Alleppey Shouldbe hard 5 1.0 3.0 40 closely grained
Good fo touch and be free from
bulbs (Primary rhi-
zomes) and ill de-

veloped porous

(b) have the shape,
length, colour and
other characteris-
tics of variety.

(c) be perfectly dry
and free from
damage caused
by weevils, mois-
ture, overboiling or
fungus attack ex-
ceptthat 1.0% and
2.0%by wi. of rhi-
zomes damaged
by moisture and
overboiling shafl
be allowed in
grade Good

* Pieces are fingers, broken or whole, of 15 mm or less in length,
** Turmeric fingers produced in India from varieties other than Alleppey.

Definitions :

1. Length shall be reckoned from one lip of the finger 1o the other tip longitudinally. Colour of core and flexibility shall be
reckoned from fingers freshly broken with hands.

2. Foreign matter includes chaff, dried leaves, clay particles, dust, dirt and any other extraneous matter.

3. Chura and defective bulbs include immature small fingers and/or bulbs, intemally damaged, hollow and porous bulb

cut buibs and other types of damaged bulbs except weevilled buibs.

Tolerence limits for mould 3 per cent by weight and insect defilled/infested 2.5 per cent by weight.

14
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF TURMERIC GROUND

Special characteristics
Grade Moisture Total ash  Lead as Starch Chromate Acd General characlenstics
designation percentage percentage (Pb)parts percentage test insoluble
by weight by weight  per million by weight ash, percentage
(maxmum) (maximum) {maximum) {maximum) by wt. (maximum)
1. Standard 10.0 7.0 2.5 60.0 Negative 1.5 1. The turmernc

ground shall be pre-
pared by grinding
clean, dry turmeric
{Curcuma longa L.}
rhizomes

2. it shall have its
characteristic taste,
flavour and be free
from musty odour.

3. it shall be free from
dirt, mould growth and
insect infestation.

4. it shalt be free from
any colouring matter
such as lead chro-
mate preservatives
and extraneous mat-
ter such as cereal or
pulse, flour or any
added starch.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyers.
GRADE DESIGNATIONS & DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CHILLIES

Grade Trade length  colour Special characteristics General
designation name incm Maximum bimits of tol ch isti
Damaged Pods Moisture Loose Foreign Broken
and disco- with- seed matter chillies
toured  out
pods stak
] @) (3) (4) (5) 6} @) (8) (9) (10) (11}
S8 Sannam 5and Light 2,00 2.00 11.50 1.00 1.00 5.00 Chillies shall
Special above red (a) be the dried ripe
shining fruits belonging to
the species Capsi-
cum annum L;
M.S. Mundu  Not Deep 2.00 5.00 11.50 1.00 1.00 1.00 (b) have shape,
Special excee- red pungency and
ding shining . seed contents nor-
25cm mal 1o the variety;

(c) be free from
mould or insect
damage and be in
sound condition;

Special Charac- 2.00 200 1150 1.00 1.00 3.00 {d) be current

{other teristic year's crop and

than of the shall be free from

Sannam & variety extraneous colour-

Mundu) ing matter oil and
other harmful sub-
stances.

Length : Tolerance specified in col. 3 shall be based upon the average length of 20 fruits selected at random. The measure-
ment be taken from the tip of the fruits to the pedicel point (where the stalk is attached).

Drscoloured pods ; Pods having brown, black, white and other coloured patches will be considered as discoloured pods.
Foreign matter : All extraneous matter incuding calyx pieces and loose staik wilt be trated as foreign matter. For accidental
erors, a tolerance of 0.5 per cent under col. 5 is permissible for both the grades.

15
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GRADE DES!GNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF
STALKLESS AND CLIPPED CHILLIES

Grade Trade Pods Pods Moisture Special characteristics ~ General characteristics
designation name withstalk with calyx Maximum limits of
tolerance
Loose Foreign
seed matter
(1) (2) (3) 4 (5) *(6) @ (8)
Chilties Stalkiess 1.00 5.00 11.00 500 0.5 Chillies shall
General chillies {a) be the dried ripe fruits
(stalkless) belonging to the speci-
es Capsicum annuml;
Chillies Clipped 1.00 11.00 3.00 0.5 (b) be free from visible
Generat chillies mould or insects and
(Clipped) be in sound condition;
(c) be of one years crop
and free from extrane-
ious colouring matter
oil and any other

harmful substance.

Length : Tolerance specified in col. 3 shall be based upon the average length of 20 fruits selected as random.
The measurement be taken from the tip of the fruits to the pedicel point (where the stalk is attached).
Discoloured pods : Pods having brown, black, white and other coloured patches will be considdered as discoloured
pods.

Foreign matter : All extraneous matter including calyx pieces and loose stalk will be treated as foreign matter.
For accidental errors, a tolerance of 0.5 per cent under col. 5 is permisssible for both the grades.

1. Stalkless chilles shall be obtained from chillies conforming to the quality graded indicated by any grade
designations for chillies after removal of stalks together with calyx.

2. Clipped chilles shall be obtained trom chillies conforming to the quality indicated by any graded designation
for chillies after clipping statks from the base, but keeping calyx in tact.

3. The grade designation of stalkless and clipped chillies shall be the same from which the chillies are ob-
tained except that the word stalkless/clipped shall be appended to the grade designation as the case may
be.
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF GROUND GHILLES
Definition of quality

Special characteristics

Grade designation Total ash Ashinsoluble Crude fibre Nomwolatie Moisture General Charactenstics

percentage i HCL - percentage  ether extract percentage
by weight parcentage by weight percentage by weight
{maximum) by weight (minimum)  (maximum)  (Mmaximum)
{maxamum)
Standard 8.60 1.25 30.0 12.00 10.00 Ground chilfies shall be

the product obtained by
gnnding pure, clean,
dried, ripe fruits of the
genus capsicum only and
shall be free from extra-
neous matters. it shalf
also be free from damage
by insect infestation, and/
or fungus contamination,
mould growth added
colouring matters oils,
tiavouring matier and pre-
servatives and other for-
eign substances or sub-
stitutes and from any ex-
traneous or undesirable
odour or ftavour.

Note : Particle size as specitied by the buyer.

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CORIANDER SEEDS (DHANIA)

Special characteristics
Grade designation Extraneous Split seeds Damaged Shrivelled Moi f Ch isti
matter per- (% by weight) bl d and i P o
centage by  (maximum) and insect seed (% by by weight
weight bored seeds  weight {maximum)
{maximum) % by weight  (maximum)
{maximum)
) (2 3) (4) (5) (6) 7)
Special 1.5 10.0 1.0 1.00 10.00 Coriander seeds shall be

(a) the dned mature fruits
of the plant botanically
knows as (Coriandrum
sativum L);

(b) be free from visible
mould, live insect in-
festation and harmfut
foreign matter and
musty odour.

(c) generally conform to
the characteristic size,
shape, taste colour
and aroma of the van-

ety type.

Definitions :

1.
2.
3.

o s

Extraneous matier means dust, dirt, stones, earth, chaf!, staks, stems, straw or any other foreign matter,

Spiit seeds are those fruits which have spiit longitudinally.

Damaged and blackened seeds are those fruits or spiits fruits which are damaged or bl d, ially affecting the
quality .

Insect bored seeds are those fruits or spiits fruits which are partially or whotly bored or eaten by weevils or other insects.

. Shrivelled and immature seeds are those fruits which are not properly developed.
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@ GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CORIANDER GROUND

Definition of quality
Special characteristics
Grade Total ash Ash insoluble Moisture General Characteristics '
designation percentage in HCL - percentage '
by weight percentage by weight
{maximum) by weight (maximum)
{maximum)
(1) 2 @) 4) (5)

Standard 7.0 1.5 10.0 Ground coriander shall be the pro-
duce obtained by grinding pure,
clean, dried fruits of the coriander
plant Coriandrum sativum only and
shall be free from any extraneous
matter, colouring matter, and preser-
vatives. it shall also be free from
damage by insect, pest and/or fun-
gus, contamination or mould growth [
and from any extraneous or unde-
sirable odour and flavour

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.
@ GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF FENNEL SEEDS

Special characteristics
Grade Inorganic Organic Damaged  Shrivelled Moisture  General Characteristics
designation extraneous extraneous blackened and immature (% by weight)
matter matter and insect seed (maximum)
% by weight % by weight bored seeds % by weight
{max.) {max.) % by weight (max.)

(maximum)
(1) ) (3) 4) (5) (6) 7)
Special 0.25 1.5 15 2.00 10.00  (a) Fennel seeds shall be

dried mature fruits of R
the plant botanically

known as Foeni cuim

vulgare, MILL;

(b) be free from visible
moutd, live insects, any
harmfut foreign matter
and musty odour;

(c) generally conform to 4
shape, colour, taste
and aroma of the vari-
etyftype.

1. Inorganic Extraneous matter means dust, dint, stones, earth or any other inorganic foreign matter.

2. Organic extraneous matter means chaff, Stalks, stems, straw, other seeds or any other organic foreign
matter.

3. Damaged and blackened seeds are those fruits which are damaged or blackened materially affecting the
quality

4. insect bored seeds ate those fruits which are partially or wholly bored or eaten by weevils or other Insects.

5. Shrivelled and immature seeds are those fruits which are not properly developed.

“
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF FENNEL GROUND

Grade Moisture Total ash Acid insoluble General Characteristics
designation percentage percentage ash, percentage
by weight by weight by weight
(maximum) {maximum) {maximum)
(1) (@) (3) 4) (5)
Standard 120 2.0 20 Fennel ground shall be the material ob-

tained by grinding the dried ripe fennel
fruits whole. It shall be free from admix-
ture, free from mould growth, insect in-
festation or musty odour.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.
GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF FENUGREEK SEEDS (METHI)

Speciat characteristics

Grade Extraneous Damaged Shrivelled Moisture General Characteristics
designation matter blackened and immature (% by weight)

% by weight  insectbored seed (% by (maximum)

(maximum)  seeds % by weight

. weight (maximum)
(maximum)

(1) &) ) 4) (5) (6)

Special 1.00 0.50 1.5 10.00 (a) Fenugreek seeds shall be
. the dried mature seed of
the plant botanically known
as Trigoneila fosnum-
graecum,

(b) be free from visible mould,
live insects, any harmful
foreign matter and musty
odour;

(c) generally conform fo the
charactertistic size, shape,
colour, taste and aroma, of
the variety/type.

Definitions:

1. Extraneous matter means dust, dirt, stone, earth, chaff, stalks, stems, straw or any other foreign matter.

2. Damaged and blackened seeds are those seeds which are damaged or blackened, materially affecting the
quality.

3. Insect bored seeds are those seeds which are partially or wholly bored or eaten by weevils or other insects.

4, Shrivelled and immature seeds are those seeds which are nat properly developed.

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF FENUGREEK GROUND

Grade Moisture  Total ash, Acid insoluble General Characteristics
designation percentage percentage ash, percentage
by weight by weight by weight
(maximum) (maximum) {maximum)
(1) )] 3 4 (5)
Standard 10.0 7.0 20 Fenugreek graund shall be the material ob-

tained by grinding the dried ripe fenugreek
seeds whole. it shall be free from admixture,
free from mould growth, insect infestation or
musty odour.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.
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GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CUMIN SEEDS (WHOLE)

Special Characteristics
Grade Extraneous Otherseeds ‘Jeeraly' Damaged Shrivelled  General Characteristics
designation  matter % by weight contert discoloured  and imma-
% by weight  (maximum} (% by weight and weeviled ture seeds

(mavdmum) (maximurm) seeds % by weight
% by weight  (maximum)
{maximum)
(M @) @) (4) (5) G @
Cumin 1.5 0.5 1.0 1.5 15 (a) Cumin seeds shall be
Special dried fruit of the plant

cuminum cyminum. L.
{b) They shall have the
charactenstic shape,
colour, taste and aroma
normal o the species.

{c) They sha$ be reason-
ably dry with moisture
not exceeding 10%

{d) They shall be free from
visible moutd or insect
infestation and musty
odour. They shalt also
free from any harmful
foreign matter.

Definition :-
"Extraneous matter® included dirt, dust, stone pieces, stalks, stem or straw or any other impurity. “Other
seeds” include seeds other than that of cumin.
“Damaged and Discoloured Seeds® are those seeds that are internally damaged and discoloured the
damage and discolouration materially affecting the quality.
“Weeviled seeds” are those seeds that are partially or wholly, bored or eaten by weevil or other insects.
“Shrivelled and immature seeds"” are those seeds that are not properly developed.

GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CUMIN (GROUND)

Definition of Quality
Speclal Characteristics

Grade Moisture Total ash, Acid insoluble General Characteristics
designation percentage percentage ash, percentage

by weight by weight weight

(maximum) {maximimy} imum)

) @ - B @ )

Standard 12.0 8.0 15 Cumin seeds (ground) shall be the ma-

terial obtained by grinding dried cumin
seed whole. It shall be free from admix-
ture, moulid growth insect infestation or
musty odour.

Note : Particle size as specified by the buyer.
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@:% GRADE DESIGNATIONS AND DEFINITIONS OF QUALITY OF CURRY POWDER

[y

Grade Minimum % Miximum % Maximum % Volatle  Non vol- Ash  Crude fibre Lead max.
designation  of spices of of common oil minimum atile ether insoluble max % on PP % on
moisture salt % VM on extract indil. HCl dry basis dry basis

dry basis min. % max. %
on dry on dry

basis basis
] 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Standard 85.00 10.00 5.00 0.25 7.5 1.00 15.00 10

General characteristics

1. Curry powder shall be prepared by grinding the following clean and wholesome spices, aromatic herbs
and seeds :- Black pepper, Cinnamon, Cloves, Coriander, Cardamom, Chillies, Cumin seed, Fenugreek,
Garlic, Ginger, Mustard, Poppyseed, Turmeric, Mace, Nutmeg, Curry leaves, White pepper, Saffron &
Aniseed. if condiments, spices or aromatic herbs other than those enumerated above are ground & mixed
the nature of such ingredient or ingredients shall be clearly marked on the containers.

2. The Curry poweder may contain added starch and edible common salt.

3. The powder shall be free from dirt, mould growth and insect infestation. It shall be free from added colouring
matter and preservatives other common salit.
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Spices Board (Quality Marking)
NOTIFICATION
New Defhi, the 19th January, 1993

S.0. 210-In exercise of the poweres conferred by
the section 39 of the Spices Board Act, 1986 {10 of
1986), the Spices Board, with the previous approval
of the Central Government, hereby makes the follow-
ing amendments to the Spices Board (Quality Mark-
ing) Regulations, 192, namely'-

1. (1) These regulations may be called the
Spices Board {Quality Marking) (Amend-
ment) Regulations, 1993.

(2) Theyshallcome intoforce onthe date of
their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Spices Board (Quality Marking)
Regulations. 1992,-

(@) inregulation 3forthe existing sub-regulation
(10) the foilowing shall be substituted,
namely:-

*(10) in the case of non approval and with
drawal of approval, the unit shall be re-
assessed on an application made by
the packer”

{b) for regulatuion 9 the following shail be substi-
tuted, namely:-

“Appeal:- A packer aggneved by non approval,
suspension of approval or withdrawal of approval
of a unit may appeal within thirty days of receipt of
the communication to the Ministry of Commerce,
Government of india”.

[File Np: MD/SBL/01/93]
T. Nandakumar, Chairman
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : MARCH 3, 1936/PHALGUNA 19, 1917 (PART If - SEC. 3)

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
{Spices Board)
New Delhy, the 15th February, 1996

G S.R. 113 - in exercise of the powers conferred
by section 39 of Spices Board Act, 1986 (10 of 1986)
the Spices Board, with the previous approval of the
Central Government hereby makes the following
amendments to the Spices Board {Quatity Macdking)
Regulations, 1892, namely -

1. (i) Thesereguiations maybecalledtheSpices
Board (Quality Marking) (Amendment} Regulations,
1995

(it} They shall come into force from the date of
their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Inthe Spices Board (Quality Marking) Regu-
lations, 1992,—

{a) InSubreguiation (j) of regulation 2, for the
words and figures “packs of 1 kg or less”.
the words and figures * Packs of 25 kgs. or
less” shall be substituted

(b} Insub clause (c) of clause (xi) of regulation

6. for the words * One Kilograrm' words
“Twenty five Kilograms™ shall be substi-
tuted.

{c) Forsubregutation (2) of regulation 7 and the
entries relating thereto, the following shat
be substitued, namely.

“For the purpose of drawing representative
samples, the Board's Officer shall select
the packages as one per cent of the sam-
ples subject to a maximum of 5 packets
per lot. Camposite samples will be drawn
for the above packets for analysis as
guided in the Appendix to these regula-
tions. For the purpose of inspection one
ot shali be a maximum of ten metric
tonnes for whole spices and five Metric
Tonnes in the case of ground spices”™.

File No. QLTYAOGO/9/94
V. JAYASHANKAR. Chairman
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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
NOTIFICATION
New Dethi, the 4th October, 1996
G.S.R. 480 (E) — In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 39 of the Spices Board Act, 1986

(10 of 1986) the Spices Board with the previous approval of the Central Government hereby makes the following
amendments to the Spices Board (Quality Marking) (Amendment) Regulations, 1995, namely :—

1. In the said notification,—

(i} in the short title, for the figure “1995", the figure “1996" shall be substituted;
2554GI-96 s




THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY fPart 1-Sec. 3{i)}

(1) at the end of clause 2 of said notification, the following foot note shall be inserted, namely \—

“Footnote : The principal regulations was published vide GSR 73 (E} dated 13-1-1992 and was further
amended vide S. O, No, 210 dated 19-1-1993 and G. S. R. No. 113 dated 15-2-1996."

fF. No. QLTY/LOGO/9/94]
V. JAYASHANKAR, Chairman

Footnote :  The principat regulation was issued vide GSR 73(E) of 1992 vide Notification dated 13-1-1992 and
was further amended vide S.0. No. 210 of 1993 dated 19-1-1993 and GSH 113 ot 1996 dated 15-
2-1996.
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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 31st December, 1997

G.S.R.1(E)}—Inexercise of the powers conferred by Section 39 o the Spices Board Act, 1986 (10of 1986),
the Spices Board with the previous approval of the Centrai Govermnmment hereby makes the following amendments
to the Spices Board (Quality Marking) Regulations, 1992 namely :—

1. (1) These regulations may be called the Spices Board (Quamy.Marking) (Amendment) Regulations,
1997, g

{2) They shail comae into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
” 2. In the spices Board (Quality Marking) Regulations 1992 —
{a) In regulation (6), for sub-reguiations (v}, the folfowing sub-regulation shall be subsfituted, namely :—

(V) The following shaill be the composition of the panel of experts for adjudging adequacy of the
facilities as reported by the Team of the Board, namely:— .

1. Executive Director, Spices Board, Chairman

2. Director (Marketing), Spices Board or Member
any other ofticer from the Marketing
Division ot Spices Board, as nominated

By the Chairman.
3. A Scientist nominated by Chairman Member
4. A nepne;entative of the concermed Member
Export Inspection Agency
5. A representative of Directorate of Membe}

Marketing and Inspection.
The quorurh of the pane) shall be three™

{b) Under Annexure Proforma (Il " Intimation regarding export”, in the place of name of the addressee,
for the words “The Senior Scientist (Quality control), Quality Evaluation and Upgradation Labora-
tory, Spices Board, Cochin”, the words™Director (Marketing), Spices Board, Cochin” shali be
substituted.

{ file No. MD/QttyALogo/9/94]
V. Jayashankar, Chairman

Footnote :— The Principal Regulation was issued vide GSR 73 (E) of 1992 vide Notification dated 13-1-92 and
was further amended vide S.0. No. 210 of 1983, GSR 113 of 1996 dated 15-2-86 and GSR 480
(E) of 1996 dated 4-10-96.



